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Washington, D. C. 


After forty-eight years of uninterrupted national park 
building, during which twenty-four consecutive Congresses re- 
peatedly confirmed for cll national parks, the purpose of conm- 
plete conservation for which Yellowstone National Park was 
created in 1872, the last Congress nearly passed a bill pemiit- 
ting irrigetion reservoirs in the Folls River Basin of the Yel- 
lowstone, and actually passed one creating 2 Federal Water Power 
Commission with power to lease’:ll public waters, including those 
in notionel parks cnd monuments. 








Neither of these bills attracted cny ettention during a 
tempestuous session, and neither came to the knowledge of the 
public until nearly the session's end. A hastily gathered group 
of public spirited eassocictions stopped the Falls River Irriga- 
tion Bill in the House on May 25th efter it head slippod quietly 
through the Senate, but did not defeat it. It will come up 
agein next winter. The Watcr Power Bill pessed both houses be- 
fore we discovered tht it cpplicd also to nationel parks end 
monuments. This Act must be mended at the coming session to 
exclude these reservetions. 


Meantime 2 thoroughly orgenized ond well financed move- 
ment wos uncovered in liontena working throughout the entire 
northwest for netional perks irrigation. 











Such was the situation at the adjournment of Congress in 
June. The developments of the summer cre as follows:- 


THE FEDERAL WATER POWER ACT. 


The Federel Weter Power Commission, which consists of the 
Secretaries of War, Agriculture end Intcrior, met for organize- 
tion on August 9th with Secretary Boker in: the Chair. The fol- 
lowing resolution, introduced by Secretary Payne, wes adopted: 


It appearing from the record of applications before 
the Commission that ean epplicction hes been filed for the 
utilization of Cataract Creek within the Grand Canyon Na- 
tional Park in the State of Arizona, it is moved thet it 
be the established policy of the Commission not to entertain 
or to consider cny applicction for use of water power sites 
in 2ny netionel park. 
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The purpose of this resolution was to give Congress, at its 
next session, the opportunity to amend the Act so as to exclude 
national parks and monuments from its provisions. 


It is now up to the people. 
THE MONTANA IRRIGATION PLAN 


The Yellowstone Irrigation Association of Livingston, 
Montana, has been exceedingly active during the Summer, carry- 
ing its propaganda into Oregon and other neighboring states, and 
endeavoring to pledge the political candidates of both parties 
to the damming of Yellowstone lake. The purpose of the Associa- 
tion, as stated by its newspaper organs, is to unite liontana, 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Wyoming into a political combina- 
tion in favor of irrigation in national parks. 


So far, however, this plan does not appear to have made 
conspicuous progress. Western Montana has not committed itself, 
and central Montana apvears to be divided; at least there is a 
strong silent element of broad-visioned population centering at 
Helena which resents any injury to the prestige either of Montana's 
two famous national parks, which, they perceive, can be made of 
enormous future advantage to the state at large. There are also 
many Who take pride in the fect that the world-famous American 
national park idea of complete conservation was first voiced by 
a Montana citizen at the foot of National Park Mowmtain, so 
named to commemorate the event, in Yellowstone National Park. 


It is the Yellowstone Valley section of southeastern 
Montana only which is shouting for the damming of Yellowstone 
Lake; but its shouting is so loud that there is no doubt it has 
been mistaken by many politicians for the voice of the State. 


Your secretcry met many uontane »eople curing the twe 
months he spent in the Yellowstone this past summer, some ot 
whom greatly resented this misre:resentation of the State. 


One Montana man said that he had been persuaded to sup- 
port the measure only by the argument that the damming of Yellow- 
stone Lake would lessen the floods in the lower Missouri and 
Mississippi! As a matter of fact the Yellowstone is merely one 
of thousands of streems which contribute to those great floods. 


And by far the most of its own flood waters originate be- 
law Yellowstone Lake, which has nearly the altitude of the Con- 
tinental Divide. Damming the lake will not much affect even the 
Yellowstone's own floods. These can only be controlled south of 
the Lamar, the Gardiner and many other tributary streams which 
emg flood areas enormously greater than that of Yellowstone 
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Idaho, of course, which began all this trouble three yerrs 
ago by claiming all Yellowstone waters for her own use, is now 
working with the iiontana group in return for the promise of :foii'- 
ana help in getting her the Falls River Basin. This Yellowstone 
Lake dam idea was originally Idaho's; Montana only adopted it to 
prevent Idaho getting away with a Montana river; the compromise 
followed later. 


Several Oregonians have openly joined the national park ir- 
rigationists, but how far the State is committed politically is 
not yet known. Oregon's one national park, Crater Lake, is not 
adapted for irrégation. There is no information ahout Washington, 
but Mount Rainier National Park has few unfrozen weters. Little 
help for the project may be expected from these States uniess 
through political bargaining. 


Wo one of course can tell what is happening under the 
political surfece in a presidential cempaign summer, but in spite 
of claims it is improbable that Wyoming will join the assailants 
of the Yellowstone. After all, Yellowstone is practically 
Wyoming's national park, and a strong sentiment is growing in the 
best political circles and among thinking people generelly 
throughout the State against permitting Montana and Idaho to 

ruin its beauty and prestige. 


It is Wyoming which has helped Yellowstone deveiopment, 
not Montana and Idaho. Wyoming built three game preserves slong 
her park borders to hel» preserve the elk herds, while Montana 
and Ideho have persistently refused all protection. The slaugh- 
ter of more than six thousand ¥ellowstone elk last winter by 
meat hunters from the very section of Montana which now seeks to 
dam Yellowstone lake is not forgotten in Wyoming. 


The fact is that these Montana promoters overplayed their 
part during the summer. A large delegation followed the House 
Appropriations Committee into the park in July with the purpose 
of"explaining the situation on the spot", Whan the Appropriations 
Committee declined to see these people, their newspaper organ 
attacked it editorially with the utmost violence, declaring its 
tour of inspection of the national parks a mere pleasure junket 
at the public expense. Another persistent delegation followed 
Secretary Payne and Secretary Daniels through Yellowstone with 
no better results. 


Incidents of this kind, the loud and confident claims of 
the local irrigationists, their newspaper essaults upon the de- 
fenders of the Yellowstone and their assumption of speaking for 
the whole State have produced an irritated reaction elsewhere in 
Montana, many of whose people feel that, both in the case of last 
winter's elk slaughter cnd the present assault upon the National 
Parks system, Montana is being seriously misrepresented before 
the whote nation. 
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THE IDAHO IRRIGATION PLAN 
AN ominous silence has cttended the summer activities of 
the Folis River Basin project, which will be introduced cgain et 
the next session. But clever work has been done, nevertheless; 
it is this project upon which the combined interests sre depend- 
ing for a national parks precedent, and it is generally under- 
Stood that a special effort will be made to force it through. 


It will be recalled from the original Congressional hear-~ 
ings that the thrifty farmers to whom the Fremont-Madison Company 
proposes to sell the netional parks waters, which they ask the 
nation to contribute, stated tnot they needed edditional water 
“only in occasional dry years". iiany of these farmers ure stock- 
holders in the company. These settlements in eastern Idaho, like 
most or the colonies of the expansion period of Mormon develop- 
ment, have been exceptionally prosperous. With true Mormon in- 
dustry tnd economy, they have raiseé sufficient crops «nd lived 
well their simple lives for meny years in a semi-arid recion which 
&@ less thrifty people would heve ecbandoned. The ineviteble dry 
years came cnd went. It was only en extreordinary period of 
Severcl dry yeers in succession, now fortunstely broken, which 
ied to the reservoir plan embodied in the Falls River Basin bill 
of the last session and the coming session of Congress. 


The top-heavy Bruneau plan for damming the three biggest 
lakes of Yellowstone Nationai Park for Idaho's sole benefit hav- 
ing failed because of iiontana*s appropriation of the Yellowstone 
Lake idea, there is left now in a state of promotion in Idaho 
only the Falls River Basin pert of it. But it must be remembered 
that this, as the precedent maker, has the power of all the 
others concentrated behind it and that, on its success, 211 the 
others will surely carry through. 


In addition to this concentretion, we learn that strong 
political influences in Utah will get behind the Fells River 
Basin bill at its next appeerance in Congress. 


On the other hand, the project has lost one of the strong- 
est arguments in its favor, for it will no longer be possible for 
its proponents to call the Besin a useless swamp and get awoy 
with the statement. On the contrary we now imnow that it 1s one 
of Yellowstone's finest recreetional regions, which, as soon es 
it can be opened by @ roed, will become the playground of thous 
sends of touring motorists. lir. William C. Gregg of New Jersey, 
an active member of the National Parks Association who explored 
the Yellowstone River to its source in the summer of_1919, this 
last summer explored the almost unknown Fells River 3Sasin wilcer- 


ness and found it @ region of dclight, abounding in alternating 
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lexes, waterfel&s, casg- 
’ 


forests and mesdows, fine trout streams, 
ise for the camper-cut. 


ecdes ind hot svrings = an ideéi prrad 


spectaculer incrsuse in Yellowstone vatronaze from 62,- 
to 80,009 or more in 19:0 shows Yellowstone merching 
own. ithin < few yevrs she will have two 
visitors a season. The Falls River Basin al- 
a to take care Ot tie incressing tnrongs of camping 
motorists, and the Devartnent of the Interior will esk Congress 


for an imrediute ro:d anvronvriation to meke it accessible. 


A “ESTER SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 


Perhaps the most insidicus of the movenents s 
> summer dy these Rational Parks irrisationists is 
a "western" Secretary of the Interior "who 
Sympethize with westerm sentiment". The suggesiio: 
naturally proved populu:, snd no ionbt it is on admr2bi 
I dengcrous tecture lies in the secret meaning which these 


rted the idea ave for the word “western”. 
There #re hundreds ’ proad-visioned western men of full 
Size en one of whoa, ¢s Se stizrv, would defend the 
\l perks cS Stcunchly as 58 etary Pay is doing and as 
Republicen predecesso nave d but these «re not the 
ionists' cancidates. f 
uler “western” men wnom thev h re 
to t! iecders of both pnurties for Secretary the Interior sre 
secretly committec if not actually aged he commercializa- 
tion of the netionel pirks ond mon 5S There is no other 
western yvuestion then this so seriously in dispute as to require 
tae services of a "western" Secretary. 
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While the destiay of the national parxs rests with Congress, 
t be rememberec that a Secretary of tne interior whe seeks 
of commerci2l interests end sectiomi poiiticions nes 
ver to do untold mischief and stiil mousuraoly save 

















“whether our next Secretary ot the Interior is eastern or 
western, Democrat or Republican, if he nes recl Cabinet size it 
ill be vossibie for us to save our nationel porxs. fhe isa 
onm2list or a politicien, the conservation 
sociations, women's clubs, museums, univercsiti 
ioned iorwerd-looizing peovie of the whole cor 
camp fires burning, mobilized ior snstont \ 
cdministration lists. 


bet us meke sure then tit our next Secreta 
Interior, whether stctesmen or tusiness man, 1s man of cour: ge 
and netionel horizons. Let ¢:ch member of this Association do 
whet he con to bring this issue in its true bearings to the at- 
oh . 


tention of those who moy influence this importent choice. 
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THE WORK SEPORE US. 


~The summer, then, hes somewhat clarified the situation. At 
least we mey now move with surer step. Some of its revelations 
have been smoouseenees we have at. least two far-sighted Rocky 
Mountain states, lorado and Wyoming, with us, and a strongly 
gee. sympathy esmong the thinking people of all western states. 
e have no idee how far politics has been enlisted; we may meet 
unpleasant surprises. 


One wine wo oorteen ly know, and thet is thet the \granting 
Of even one ETAER LSE riv neationel park wi r. 
te beginning of a swift end; dive years thereefter ait 
our national Ease will be a los irrigationists, and 
complete commercialization in Will follow. 

Wath strong sympathy Se Gia @ect among the quiet thinking 


people amd a practically unasinews sentiment east of the Mississ- 
ippi, one would think our national perks safe. 











But they are not. They are in fact in great peril. 


The problem is to bring the overwhelming sentiment of the 
nation to the attention of Congress in a way which will impress 
Congress. Congressmen discard “propeganda"; They will not ac- 
cept the opinion of the shrewdest observers. Each must hear 
from his own constituents before he will believe. 


Here is our danger. The dissatisfied shout; those satis- 
fied with what is sit silent. Congress is deafened by the noise 
of a few irrigationists. It hears little in opposition. Plainly, 
they conclude “the sentiment of the country” is not for the na- 
tional parks. 


Let every member of this Association make very sure that 
his SenStors and Representative know what he wants - personally. 
Let him persuade his friends to write to their Congressmen - by 
neme. That's the way to preserve our nationel parks - the only 


way. 
Shall we have national parks? 


This winter will answer the question. 





